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N. -C. PRICES RECEIVED INDEX 
DOWN 4 POINTS 


The ‘‘All Farm Products’’ index of 
prices received by North Carolina farmers 
at local markets dropped 4 points during 
the month ended April 15. The April 15 
*fAll Farm Products’’ index of 264 com- 
pares with an index of 296 a year ago 
and an index of 315 on April 15, 1951. 
(See table cn page 3), 

The grains commodity index at 195 
increased one point during the month. 
Higher prices for corn, oats and barley 
more than off-set a two percent drop 
in the price of rye. The price of com 
increased seasonally from $1.73 to 
$1.78 per ‘bushel. 

The cotton and cottonseed index 
decreased 3 points during the month 
owing to a decrease of half a cent in 
average cotton prices, Cottonseed at 
$67.00 per ton was unchanged from a 
month earlier. 

The meat animals index decreased 
8 points during the month owing to lower 
prices for beef cattle. Beef cattle 
prices have declined each month, except 
one, ‘during the past year. The price of 
hogs, veal calves and sheep was un- 
changed from a month earlier.(See table 
on page 2). 

The poultry index increased two 
points during the month ended April 15 
as the result of higher prices for both 
chickens and eggs, 

The dairy products index dropped 
from 248 to 240, reflecting lower prices 
for both wholesale and retail milk and 
butterfat. 

The miscellaneous products index 
dropped 4 points due to !ower prices 
for potatoes, 

The ratio of prices received by North 
Carolina farmers to prices paid by U. S. 
farmers decreased one point during the 
month, Prices paid by U. S, farmers de- 
creased two pointS while prices re- 
ceived by N. C. farmers decreased 4 
points, 
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RECORD MARCH HATCHINGS 
IN NORTH CAROLINA 


March output of commercial hatch- 
eries in North Carolina totalled 8,482,- 
006 chicks. This represents an increase 
of 3.4 percent over the 8,200,000 hatched 
in March last year, March hatchings 
compare with the 1947-51 average pro- 
duction of 6,780,000 chicks and were 
the largest of record for the month. 

Hatchings during the first quarter 
of 1953 are estimated at 19,920,000 
chicks -- 3,6 percent greater than the 
number of chicks produced during the 
first three month of last year. 

The number of chicks produced by 
commercial hatcheries in the U. S. 
during March was down slightly more 
than 1 percent from March last year. 
Output during March was estimated at 
288,994,000 chicks compared with 292,- 
528,000 last year and the 1947-51 av- 
erage of 254,320,000 chicks. 

Hatcheries supplying information on 
turkey operations reported 13 percent 
less poults hatched in the U. S. during 
Mareh than in March last year. 
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North Carolina 
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Per hour: 
With house, no meals. 
Without board or room 
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U. S. PRICES RECEIVED DECLINE 
PARITY INDEX DOWN 2% 
PARITY RATIO DOWN 1% 


The Index of Prices Received by 
U. S. Farmers declined 5 points (2 per- 
cent) during the month ending ‘April 15, 
At 259 percent of its 1910-14 average 
the mid-April index compares with 264 
in March and with 290 in April last 
year. Price declines for milk, -cattle, 
onions, and potatoes were mainly re- 
sponsible for the drop in the index. 
These were offset in part by higher 
prices for hogs, lambs, .eggs, and rice. 

The Index of Prices Paid by Farmers 
including Interest,. Taxes, and Wage 
Rates also declined during the same 
period, -but only by 2 points (less than 
1 percent) to 279, Lower prices for 
feeder livestock, feed, and seed, to- 
gether with a decline in the seasonally 
adjusted wage rate index accounted 
for most of the decrease. Minor offsets 
were higher prices for some items of 
household furniture and furnishings. 

With the Parity Index off only 2 
points and the Index of Prices Received 
off 5 points, the Parity Ratio dropped 
1 point to 93, the lowest since June 


1941, 


N. C.. FARM WAGE RATES HIGHER 


Wage rates paid by North Carolina 
farmers were higher on April 1, 1953 
than a year earlier (See table 1t left). 

The average rate per day with house 
increased from $4.05 to $4.25, an in- 
crease of about 5 percent. The rate per 
day without board or room increased 
from $4.85 to $5.00,:an increase of 3 
percent, 

The average hourly rate with house 
was unchanged at 50 cents, The rate 
per hour without board or room increased 
from 59 to 60 cents. 
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1953 WITH COMPARISONS 
United States 


FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS MARCH 15, 
North Carolina 


Feed Per 
Hundredweight 


Mixed Dairy Feed 
whet 29% protei 


LA ame ear 4.25 4.20 : 4.23 
16% protein..... 4.15 4.05 4. 4.13 
18% protein..... 4.20 4.10 4.31 4.24 
20% protein..... 4.50 4.50 4.45 4.38 
24% protein..... 4.55 4,45 4.74 4.66 
_ 29% protein..... 5.20 5.10 5.11 9.02 
High Protein Feeds 
Linseed meal...... - 5.27 9.03 
Soybean meal...... 5.00 4.91 4.80 
Cottonseed meal...) 4.55 4.95 4.80 
Meat. Scrape os... acc 5.30 5..48 9.14 
Grain By-Products 
sistas ekt sys sectors 4.05 3.62 3.58 
Pte eae 4.20 3.66 3.61 
tie fete ste 4.75 3.90 3.89 
Pern ss - 4.24 4.08 
Poultry Feed 
Laying Mash....... 5.30 5.00 4.94 
scratch Grain..... 4.65 4.42 4.42 
Broiler Growing 
MasSD fon aie wte ata ore 5.50 5.34 Deas 
Poultry Ration a/| 4.44 3.97 3.94 


a/ Average of prices paid for commercial feeds and prices 
received for grains. 


N. C. GRAIN STOCKS LOW 
U. S. STOCKS OF WHEAT AND CORN HIGH 


For each major grain produced in North Carolina, :stocks 
in all positions on April 1, 1953, were below those of a year 
earlier. In fact, total April 1 stocks of corn in the State were 
the lowest since 1944, while oats and wheat were the lowest 
since 1949 and 1951, respectively. 

Meanwhile, for the United States relatively large stocks 
of wheat and com remained in all storage positions on Apnil 
1, 1953. Stocks of rye were nearly the smallest, and stocks 
of barley were the smallest in the 1]l-year series for April 1. 
However, tonnages of the 2 food grains -- wheat and rye -- 
were second only to those of April 1, 1943, and the April 1 
reserves of the 4 feed grains were larger than in 7 of the 
last 10 years, Soybean stocks in all positions on April 1, 
1953 totaled nearly 146 million bushels, the largest April 1 
stocks of record, 
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FEED PRICES UNCHANGED TO LOWER 


Prices paid by North Carolina farmers for mixed dairy 
feeds, high protein feeds, bran, middlings, and broiler mash 
were slightly lower on April 15 than a month earlier. Laying 
mash and scratch grain prices were unchanged, (See table 
at left) 


PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS APRIL 15, 1953 
WITH COMPARISONS 


|_| __NorT# CAROLINA 


Mar. 15 Aprile See ADET ets 
1953 1953 1953 


Dollars 


Cornacieste cite 
WHE8 Loans cleneate 
OB tS tcisistelcrctelele 
Barleysccs 
Vc bndongoadan 
Sorghum Grains 
Soybeans...... 
Peanutsas soars 
COtCOn Seas seers 
Cottonseed.... 
Woolsey wee 
HORS cetatetoteraters e 
Beef Cattle... 
Veal Calves... 
SNEED a cutee sels 
ThambSses eae eee 
Milk Cows..... 
ChiekenS.cenis ss 
Eg Seccccccecce 
Milk, Whlse... 
Retail.. 
Butterfat..... 
» All Baled 
POLALOCS ay cise 
Sweetpotatoes. 
Apples, Com’ l. 
Lespedeza Seed 
Korean. eo. 
KODG relaierarsrern 
Com. & Tenn.76 
Sericea..... 


a/ Revised. 


b/ The all hay price is the weighted average 
separate kinds, including an allowance for minor kinds. 
c/ Preliminary. 


The United States Department of Agriculture announced 
that the 1953 crop of com will be supported at not less than 
a national average of $1.58 per bushel. 


APRIL 1 GRAIN STOCKS 


NORTH CAROLINA 


On-Farm Off-Farm Y 


and other storages under C.C.C. control. 
Hot available. 


UNITED STATES 


Total Stocks 
1952 


1952 1953 


Thous. Bushels Thous. Bushels 
1,695 | 1,885 29, 128| 20.404 | 1,052, 666) 1, 466, 434] 459, 2767 341, 943 1,511,942) (178087377 
886 865 1, 968 1, 863 197,895} 268, 440}319,999)572, 058 517,894 840, 498 
301 202 2, 488 1977. 519, 236} 456,956) 44,476) 49, 771 563, 712 506, 727 
a 23 . 280 77, 962 57,396] 54,012} 41,023 131,974 98, 419 
1 22 11 3,441) 2,443] 7,251) 4,452 10,692 6,895 
1, 162 * 1,832 60, 095 58,316] 70,023} 87,555 130, 118 145,871 

55 2/ 2/ 3/ 2/ | 49,326] 18,550 2/ 2/ 
Inallecated ~- to avoid disclosing individual operations. 


Includes, in addition to stocks in Interior Mills, Blevators and Warehouses, commercial stocks reported by Grain 
Branch P.M.A., at terminals, and those owned by Commodity Credit Corporation which are in transit to ports, in bins 


May 8, 1953 


RECEIPTS FROM HOGS UP, CATTLE DOWN 


Cash receipts from the sale of cattle and calves in North 
Carolina during 1952 showed a sharp drop from the preceding 
year. North Carolina farmers realized $18,831,000 from sales 
of cattle and calves in 1952 -- 23 percent less than a year 
earlier. The drop in cash receipts is largely attributable to 
declines of $2.70 per hundredweight in the average price of 
cattle and $4.50 per hundredweight in calf prices from the 
1951 level. However, marketings of cattle were lower in 
in 1952 while calf sales were up from a year earlier. 

Hog marketings increased sharply in 1952, resulting in 
higher cash receipts from sales despite a $1.90 per. hundred- 
weight drop in price. Farmers in North Carolina sold 1,020,- 
000 hogs weighing 206,460,000 pounds in 1952 for a total 
of $44,424,000. In 1951,:sales amounted to 777,000 hogs 
weighing 161,056,000 pounds. Cash receipts from hog sales 
totalled $40,173,000 that year. Gross income - from hogs 
(including the value of home consumption totalled $66,973, 
000 in 1952, only slightly above the $66,382,000 gross in- 


come of the preceding year) 


COMPARISON OF U. S. PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS 
AND PARITY PRICES 


Prices Received} Parity or Average Prices 

By Farmers Comparable As Percentage 
Prices of Parity 

Mar.15 ; Apr.15 |Mar.15 | Apr.15/ Mar.15! Apr. 15 

1953 1953 1953 1953 1953 | 1953 
- Dollars - - Percent - 


COELON; aL beets ee 
Wheat; Buss oo we 
Corn, Bubs ssraccre 
OBES; Buses sac 
Barley, Pileters e's 


RY Con Dilstnsiee ee F.5d 1.49 1.70 
Beef Cattle,Cwt| 17.80 17.30 21.30 21.00 84 82 
20.20 20.70 20.50 20. 30 99 102 
I 20.30 20.80 23.00 22.90 88 91 
Chickens, 1b.. «2715 02712 « 309 «307 89 89 
Eggs, Doz.....- 447 -455 -473c/  .474c/ 1094/ 110d/ 
Milk, Whlse.Cwt. | 4,41a¢/ 4,120/ 4.72 4.69 95d/ 94d 


g/ Revised. b/ Preliminary. ey Transitional parity, 80 per- 
cent (85% during 1952) of parity price computed under formula 
in use prior to Jan. 1, 1950. d/ Percentage of seasonally 
adjusted prices to parity prices. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 
(N. C. PRICES RECEIVED 1909-14 = 100 PERCENT) 


Mar. 15 
1953 


All farm products.... 
Cotton & cottonseed.. 
GrAINSieaees wien telcprals 
Meat animals......... 
PO Crys ete sete erate terete ote 
Dairy products; <<... 
Miscellaneous........ 
Ratio of prices 
Received to paid a/ 


UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 


Prices received...... 259 290 309 
Prices paid, . 

Interest & taxes... 283 
Ratio of prices 

Received to paid... 


a/ Ratio of N. C. prices received to U. 5S. prices paid. 
b/ Revised. 
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FARM PRODUCTION, DISPOSITION & INCOME 
FROM MEAT ANIMALS IN NORTH CAROLINA 1951-1952 
(Estimates in Thousands) 


CATTLE & CALVES 


On hand Jan. 1, 1951 

ALIICALELC Racal Vesa cece bela vosives esNOs 

All cows 2 years & OVEL...eceeceeeess NOW 
Calves born 

Percent of cows 2 yearS & OVEYF....e0s 

INUMDE Miate’s eereisis sieein’e ola cielsiels Gi ele@isiesele vNO- 
ANSE MEIGS ste sare eivs le bis e caiese als esere averse ates No. 
Marketings 

CALEIOscrare tele G es sotcclc(c oieistacioecine ne’ No. 

CalvesSiiie ects cecee cee cette becca t cus bee No. 
Farm slaughter 

CAUCLIGON Cae co attiteles celelacwic stale ssless No. 

CAlVESsine teachin cae sictitec ceekeeertne No. 
‘Deaths 

CATTIO Oar ccontcetc ote paclcinc cc canaes one No. 
CALVOSS acters clas sictalelele cise wiee unease oars No. 
On hand Jan.1, 1952-All cattle & calves No. 
Production b. 
Marketings eeeeeeeveeeeoeeeeeeeeeeee eee Lb. 
Price per 100 pounds 

Gore cle Tekin nie be ciel Oise e easier 6 viele Dol. 

CAIVES otis cm ocle dele e cielnieisieces eens Dol. 
Cash receipts G/evccvcccccvccccsgeccens Dol. 
Value of home Consumption.....+.+esseee-DOl., 
GIOSSPINCOMCs siecle acacicssiiescele nae raserDOl« 
Cost ofainshipmentSeacese: sive cece es eaeehDOls 
HOGS J/ 
Qn hand Jan. iy, [95 leccccscscccccvceces No. 
Spring 

Sows TATTOWLUE sieelsis'visicelsie vicletisiclolse'e sie No. 
PICS) SAVEU: ssiniclete clelcis clce'ec clsle'v sje siclea'e NO} 
Fall 

SowS farrowing..cscccccccscccecsccces NOW 
Pigs SAVCU => cata acle clviele sioiersleldiemel cis eis'e No, 
Inshipments. occsccsessccccccccccccvecccs No. 
Marketings aratale crake brale's clare sels aias seas etINOs 
Farm Slaughter. ..cccccccccccccssccsccce NOW 
a Secccccese ees r reacts eoseeeenseegees No. 
On hand Jan. 1, 1952-+eesesseseeeeeeees NO. 
Production 
Marketings WN Fe ecala sce lotetece cctib a piste a averae Ladle 
Price per 100 poundS......ssssseeeeeeee DOl, 
Cash receipts 4/.j.ccercccceseseeeeesees DOL, 
Value of home consumption....+.-eeeesees DOL. 
GLOSS INCOME D/.icccieccsecveceeccscecccsee DOL, 
Cost of inshipments......ccscercecverse DOL, 


SHEEP & LAMBS 


On hand Jan. 1, 1951-all sheep & lambs. No. 
Lambs. saved 
NUMDE Tete ee siricte sisietelclels eisicicheie'elele cisinieree Oe 
Percent ewes 1 year frsessseseseseees 
Inshipments 


COD seis Glacies dels eicees/e'c's ec'eieis cies siecle NOs 


eooeeeoeeseeereeseseeseeoee 


ever eeoereeeseeeseseeeeeeees . 


LAMDS. eoecececccccccecrvcescccssevess 0. 
Marketings 2/ 
SHEEP. oo 0 cece 


eeoeerorersoeooeeoeoeeoeeeeeeee No. 


i 
Noe 


LBMDSS cia sleis o alesis eee aln's 640 e vig 6 see e100 Os 
Farm slaughter 
Sheep..... 
Lambs 
Deaths 
Ghee aeeteesisis sie 6 slelelsielsle v'e/wicisls bale cles cial NOs 
Mamba eteyetateie siete wicis cle clers slg orn.e'ca's'se eisai NOs 
On hand Jan. 1, 1952-all sheep & lambs. No. 
Production 3/....sseee. 4 
pee TAR OLED EBr ae AR 
ice per 100 pounds 
iB Beery tara usin gine aiaisissistere es eeu DOLL e 
TamMhG roe cet eee ates sit o alae a eielaaa sreveleins at DO e 
Cash receipts A/soveccccecvscocsseceees DOL, 
Value of home Consumption.......++++e++ Dol. 
GLOSS LIDCOMEaeie anneal cle celts eciiras es eer OLs 
Cost of inshipments.....csccccccsccvccee DOL. 


Rie averefatetate’ cvele/e sieleleln/eieiselvin see NOn 


eoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereseeoeeseeeeeee No. 


Lae 
oe 
Shaun we 


we 
ow 
38s 


Total of marketings, farm slaugh- 
er, deaths, and on hand end of year equals total of lamb crop 


1/ Balance sheet estimates. 


inshipments and on hand beginning of year. 2/ Excludes inter- 
farm ae Adjustment made for inshipments and changes tn 
inventory. A Includes receipts for marketings and from sales 
of farm slaughtered meat. 


The minimum price support level for 1953-crop upland 
cotton was announced at 30.8 cents per pound for Middling 
7/8 inch cotton. 
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1951-1952 


FROM MILK SET NEW RECORDS ITEM UNIT 
IN 1952 


Farm production and value of milk: 


. . . Number of milk cows on farms 3/,.........6 4 357, 000 

Farm production of milk in North Production of milk and’ milkfat, 

Carolina during 1952 reached a record Milk production per milk COW U/.....+.++ 
high of 1.6 billion pounds,nearly 2 per- rumen aversion 8 COW. ses eeeeee 

rae: ercentage of fat in milk.............+.. 
cent above production a 1951, Total milk production on farms 4/........ 

Cash receipts from marketings of all Total milkfat production on farms 4/..... : 71, 000, 000 
milk and cream reached a record of Butter churned ON fAIMS.....ceeesccseesecs 21, 000, 000 
$52,720,000 - 9 percent above receipts Value of milk used for farm consumption 
Miya ; é and farm butter 5/......-.eesees ata arimunds . 48, 174, 000 
in 1951. Producers received an average | Gross farm income from dairy products 4/.. ; 96, 372, 000 
of $6.41 per 100 pounds for whole milk Farm value of milk produced 7/........- «. ; 98, 518, 000 


sold during the year - cents above  |Milk used and marketed hy farmers and 
6 y Hh Cash returns per unit marketed 3/ 


4.4 


1, 615, 000, 000 


71, 000, 000 
19, 500, 000 


48, 524, 000 
101, 244, 000 
103, 522, 000 


the 1951 average. Milk used on farms where produced: 

Producers sold (as milk and cream) Fed ‘to’ calves. i..ss. oct est eee sence teres 35, 000, 000 36, 000, 000 
milli ds of milk duri Consumed as fluid milk er cream...... ae 376, 000, 000 385, 000, 
aan a an A sarienmeoeint —S Used for farm chumed butter.....-.0.-+- 401,000,000 | 372,000, 000 
compared with 777 million pounds so Total utilized on famms...........0: ee 812, 000,000 793, 000, 000 

the previous year. Milk used on farms Milk marketed by farmers: 
d d illi i Delivered to plants and dealers 
SaaS BPS Ie AS EE ae Oe AS whole ttlik.....vecvsuetieeaeeee. 635, 000, 000 685, 000, 000 
1951 to 793 million pounds in 1952. As farmskimmed Cream......cccsceseeess : 12' 000, 000 11, 000, 000 
ee ee cere, See, AOR Ah) Retailed by farmers as milk and cream 8/ 130, 000, 000 126, 000, 000 
. Total in combined milk and cream 
Ample supplies of soybean meal, marketing’, ..ic do ei ceca oe 777, 000, 000 822, 000, 000 
cottonseed meal, and linseed meai are Average per unit cash returns from milk 
now available at prices below the former and cream marketings 9/ 
‘li Per (TOO. EDs gMELK. sts uleverelea ctote's/lelclara sia vtele 6. 20 
wy asic Per 10, Ml kiate«. vases ceeeatenn core 1,39 
Milk and cream marketed hy farmers: 
INDICATED ACREAGE OF Milk sold to plants and dealers 
CUCUMBERS FOR PICKLES Quantity SOLd.....seeeeeeceeeeeereeeeees fs 635, 000, 000 
UP 8 PERCENT Price per 100 lb eee e ree eee ee eee eereeeeeee ° Baars! 
Receints from Sales. a.1s.0s.slsiersie cise ele raters : 35,433, 000 
Cream sold to plants and dealers: 
An increase of 8 percent over 1952 arp milkfat ee oc 8 Seataraubatetereteterolers ; pat 
7 c rice per pound fat..---secrceceeece e. 00 
“ planted Sec ee of cucumbers ees Receipts from Sales. ..c2. cs swe cisiees sies - 285, 000 
pickles in North Carolina is indicated Milk and cream retailed by farmers: 
for 1953. This indicated increase over Quantity sold, hag equiv. .oksds.s aaa 7 BO, 000 
’ : ; Price sper QUAND. «si. aricccwele waeuics Brate eats a \ 
last year’s plantings is based on reports Receipts from saleS.....ss..seseceees ode 12, 480, 000 
received in late March and early April Cash receipts from marketings of all milk 
from pickle packers giving information Biid “CLOG... Mase cew ae snce cna eieunemeen selye 48, 198, 000 
on the acreage that they intend to con- l/ Revised. 2/ Preliminary. 3/ Average number during year, heifers that have not 
tract and plant in 1953. freshened excluded. 4/ Excludes milk sucked by calves and milk produced by cows not on 
If these early-season acreage pros- farms. 5/ Milk used for fluid consumption and home-made butter on farms where produced 


pects materialize, the 1953 plantings 


valued at average per unit returns for milk utilized in all forms of sale. 6/ Cash 
receipts from marketings of milk and cream plus value of milk used for farm consumption. 


of pickling cucumbers will total 14,700 7/ Gross fara income plus value of milk fed to calves. 8/ Approximations based on health 
acres. This compares with 13,600 acres officer's reports of ‘sources of fluid milk in villages, touns, and small cities, and 
information on sales by producer-distributors. 9/ Computed from cash receipts from 


planted last year and a 1942-51 average = aarneti 
planting of 8,650 acres. ted in the marketings. 


s of all milk and cream divided by the quantity of milk or milkfat represen- 


